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Pasadena Affordable Housing Coalition Policy Solutions Submitted August 2, 2021 
 to City Council as part of public comment 

  
Housing is A Human Right!   
Make Housing Affordable in Pasadena!   
  
THE PASADENA AFFORDABLE HOUSING COALITION STANDS FOR 
THESE THREE PRINCIPLES:  
  

♦ Provide housing security to Pasadena’s rent-burdened tenants  
♦ Make affordable housing easier and less expensive to build in Pasadena  
♦ Provide augmented local funding to help bridge the gap between the cost 

of providing affordable housing and the current resources available  
  

THE PASADENA AFFORDABLE HOUSING COALITION SUPPORTS THESE POLICY DEMANDS:  
  
Enable ordinances that provide Tenant Protection Solutions:  
  

♦ Enact just cause eviction and anti-harassment tenant protections   
♦ Establish rent control to stop pricing tenants out of their homes   
♦ Mandate a rental registry of all rental properties to ensure transparency   
♦ Provide for tenant’s right to legal counsel   

  
Enable Zoning Solutions:  
  

♦ Amend zoning code to permit churches and houses of faith to build   
affordable housing on excess land  

♦ Incentivize building affordable accessory dwelling units (ADUs) and junior 
ADUs by removing restrictions and fees  

♦ Remove parking minimums citywide to lower the cost of housing  
♦ Create an affordable housing overlay zone  
♦ Provide a local density bonus program near transit  
♦ Allow housing in commercially zoned areas and adaptive reuse of 

commercial buildings  
♦ Streamline the cumbersome approval process for all deed-restricted, 

affordable housing, and permanent supportive housing  
♦ Enact a form-based code to focus on building form, not number of units  
♦ Remove regulatory barriers to promote “Missing Middle Housing”  



 2 

♦ Dedicate vacant and underutilized public land (city, school district etc.) for 
affordable housing  
  
Enable Funding Solutions:  
  

♦ Enact a dedicated funding source for affordable housing fund (impact fees,  
 housing bond, a vacancy tax, property transfer tax and/or vacancy tax)  

♦ Unbundle parking cost from rent cost  
♦ Increase general funds to the housing department so that it is fully     

staffed to be open to the public during all City business days.  
♦ Forgive back rents /reimburse economic losses due to COVID-19 pandemic  

  
Enable Housing as a Human Right: End Homelessness  
  

♦ End homelessness  
♦ Provide "bridge housing" or "tiny homes" and supportive services to the 

unhoused  
♦ Expand supply of permanent supportive housing and interim/transitional 

housing  
  
Enable Preservation Solutions:  
  

♦ Create community land trusts to ensure affordable housing and ownership 
of the land  

♦ Establish city purchase mechanisms and covenants (preserves naturally 
occurring affordable housing and prevent the displacement of low- income 
households)   

♦ Enforce existing codes. (Lax code enforcement results in poor living 
conditions.)   
  

Further Fair Housing to Ensure Racially and Economically Integrated 
Neighborhoods:  
  

♦ Mandate on-site affordable housing in the inclusionary housing Ordinance  
♦ Ensure new affordable housing is built throughout the community  

  


